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superintendent of schools. No hard copy will be provided.

INFORMATION
Office of the Shared Accountability
MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Rockville, Maryland )
October 27, 2009
MEMORANDUM
To Secondary School Principals 1 :’Elj
From: Stacy L. Scott, Associate Superintendent, Office of Shared Accountability’ag
Subject: INFORMATION: Update on 2008-2009 Ineligibility for Extracurricular Activities

Targets for Middle and High Schools

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on the Montgomery County Public
Schools’ (MCPS) 2008-2009 ineligibility for extracurricular activities data in middle and high
schools. In MCPS, students must maintain a marking period average of 2.0 or higher and fail no
more than one course per marking period in order to have the privilege to participate in
extracurricular activities that require academic eligibility. Students who do not meet these
academic standards are ineligible to participate in some extracurricular activities during the
subsequent marking period.

Academic eligibility for extracurricular activities is a reflection of student engagement with
curriculum and instruction in their classes. Students who are chronically academically ineligible
(i.e., ineligible three or four marking periods in a school year) are at greater risk of dropping out
of high school and also are likely to disengage from the instructional programs that prepare them
for college and the workplace.

MCPS is committed to reducing student ineligibility rates. Student ineligibility data now are
being examined, monitored, and discussed by a newly formed ineligibility M-Stat team.

Middle School Ineligibility Rate

In 2008-2009, about 6.6 percent of middle school students were ineligible to participate in
extracurricular activities for at least three of the four marking periods (chronically ineligible).
However, there was a decrease in the ineligibility rate from the previous school year in middle
schools for all students, as well as for all subgroups, with the greatest percentage point decrease
seen among African American students (-4.2), students receiving English for Speakers of Other
Languages (ESOL) (-4.0), Free and Reduced-price Meals System (FARMS) (-3.3), and special
education (-2.9) services (Table 1).
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Table 1
Middle School Students Ineligibility Rate by
Student Group and Year
: % of Students Ineligible
lgdnllcédlet%:hool L _—
- 2008 2009 Point Change

_All Students 2 80 6.6 -14

African American 16.5 12.3 -4.2

Asian American 2.1 1.1 -1.0

Hispanic 153 137 -1.6

White 2.3 2.0 -0.3

FARMS 19.0 15.7 33

Special Education 18.6 ' 15.7 2.9

ESOL 11.9 7.9 -4.0

Note. American Indian students are included with all students but are not reported separately.
FARMS = Free and Reduced-price Meals System; ESOL = English for Speakers of Other
Languages.

*Marking Period.

High School Ineligibility Rate

In 2008-2009, about 13.0 percent of high school students were ineligible to participate in
extracurricular activities for at least three of the four marking periods (chronically ineligible).
However, there was a decline in the ineligibility rate from the previous school year in high
schools for all students, as well as for all subgroups, with the greatest percentage point decrease
seen among African American students (-3.5) and students receiving FARMS services (-2.5)
(Table 2).

Table 2
High School Students Ineligibility Rate by
Student Group and Year

High School % of Stugrezt;/lgl:ﬁgible 3
Aipcent Sen 2008 2009 Po Chines
_All Students 14.0 13.0 -1.0
African American 249 214 35
Asian American 6.0 5.1 -0.9
Hispanic 272 26.1 -1.1
White 5.8 5.6 -0.2
FARMS 294 26.9 -2.5
Special Education 28.0 27.0 -1.0
ESOL 20.5 20.3 -0.2
Note. American Indian students are included with all students but are not reported
separately.
FARMS = Free and Reduced-price Meals System; ESOL = English for Speakers of Other
Languages.

*Marking Period.
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The attached tables provide additional data about middle school (Tables Al and A2) and high
school (Tables A3 and A4) ineligibility rates by school and student group for 2009.

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Clare Von Secker, supervisor, Applied Research Unit,
Office of Shared Accountability, at 301-279-3925 or via e-mail.

SLS:vr
Attachment

Copy to:
Executive Staff
Mrs. Blum
Mrs. Ferrell
Dr. Rethinam
Dr. Von Secker
Mr. Zagami
Dr. Newman

Approved b&;/j\/bbf—ﬂdfﬁ_; /< ﬂ< P »

Frieda'K. Lacey, Deputy Superintendent of Schiools
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